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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application is respectfully 
requested. 

According to the present invention as recited in claim 1, a 
printing method is provided for printing an optically readable 
dot code on a printing medium by means of printing plates. As 
recited in claim 1, the method comprises a first step of printing 
the code on the printing medium, using a first printing plate and 
a first ink, and a second step of forming a code coat covering 
the code on the printing medium by printing, using a second 
printing plate and a second ink: having a property of not 
affecting the operation of reading the code. 

As explained in detail in the specification of the present 
application, with this method a dot code may be printed without 
encountering offset doubling (see Fig. 1) and without affecting 
the reading operation of the dot code. See, in particular, the 
disclosure at page 24, line 20 to page 25, line 8. 

By contrast, as explained in the Background of the Invention 
section of the present application, JP 11-263062 ("Saito et al") 
discloses two possible procedures for avoiding offset doubling. 
First, as shown in prior art Fig. 6 of the present application, 
Saito et al discloses waiting to print the code (K2 plate) until 
last. Alternatively, as shown in prior art Fig. 7 of the present 
application, Saito et al discloses first printing the code with 
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the K2 plate, then allowing the plate to dry, and then printing 
characters, lines and color image data over the printed and dried 
code dots. With the first technique, problems are encountered in 
which the codes cannot be printed properly, while the second 
technique of Saito et al requires an extra step of drying the 
code, thereby increasing the cost of printing. 

It is respectfully submitted that neither of these 
techniques disclosed in Saito et al corresponds to the method of 
the claimed present invention which comprises first printing the 
code on the printing medium, using a first printing plate and a 
first ink, and then forming a code coat covering the code on the 
printing medium by printing, using a second printing plate and a 
second ink having a property of not affecting the operation of 
reading the code. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the present 
invention as recited in claim 1, and claims 2-4 depending 
therefrom, clearly patentably distinguishes over Saito et al, 
under 35 (JSC 102 as well as under 35 USC 103. 

RE: PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner acknowledge 
receipt of the certified copy of the priority document, which was 
filed with the original application papers, and which was 
received by the USPTO and entered in the IFW of the present 
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application. See the attached copy of the first page of the 
certified copy fo the priority document, which was printed out 
from the IFW of the present application and which bears a USPTO 
stamp. 



In view of the foregoing, entry of this Amendment, allowance 
of the claims and the passing of this application to issue are 
respectfully solicited. 

If the Examiner has any comments, questions, objections or 
recommendations, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at the telephone number given below for prompt 
action . 



Frishauf, Holtz, Goodman & Chick, P.C. 
220 Fifth Avenue - 16™ Floor 
New York, New York 10001-7708 
Tel. No. (212) 319-4900 
Fax No. (212) 319-5101 

DH: iv 



Respectfully submitted. 



Douglas Holtz 
Reg. No. 33,902 




encs . 
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